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Pupil premium strategy statement 

 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2023 to 2024 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Claremont School 

Number of pupils in school  64 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 34% (PP+) 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2022 - 2025 

Date this statement was published December 2023 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2024 

Statement authorised by Emma Richards 

Pupil premium lead Chris Coombs 

Governor / Trustee lead Graham Symonds 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £ 26,580 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £ 17,560 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£6,022.68    

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£50, 162.00 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Aims 

● To enable our pupil premium pupils to make the same progress in 

communication, independence and connection as our other pupils 

● To provide interventions that provide fun and motivating opportunities for our 

pupil premium pupils to work on their priority communication and 

independence skills 

● To provide engagement interventions for pupils with severe physical 

impairments 

● To provide activities that promote development of pupil / adult relationships to 

ensure that our pupils feel connected with the school environment and have 

key adults that can help them to make progress. 

We have considered three tiers of support for our pupil premium pupils in line with 

the government guidance; high quality teaching, targeted academic support and 

wider strategies. 

Information from professional discussions and data for our pupil premium pupils 

showed that pupil premium pupils achieved slightly above the whole school average - 

although these results need to be interpreted with caution due to the size of the data 

sets.  

We will be building on the whole school work on Engagement. We have been 

developing interventions over the last couple of years that will support pupils to be 

ready to learn. The physical engagement equipment that we purchased to help pupils 

to reduce / increase their tone in order to be ready to learn had a big impact on a 

number of pupils with Pupil Premium. This year we will look at supporting classes to 

use this equipment more regularly and purchasing some equipment for the 

secondary site.  

We will be developing  the work that we have done in the last 2 years on Early 

reading and Maths skills and continuing to  implement school wide interventions to 

provide professional development for all teachers to improve their subject knowledge 

in specialised pedagogies for Maths and Reading skills. As the  number of ASC  

pupils in the school expands, the school is refining the curriculum for autistic learners 

and so money will be spent for  appropriate staff CPD and resources to support this 

whole school curriculum initiative. In addition, we will use pupil premium money to 

purchase resources to support a number of wider strategies that target 

disadvantaged pupils as outlined below. 
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Challenges 

These are the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1.  Communication and Interaction difficulties. The majority of the pupils at 
Claremont are non-verbal with some of the SLD learners using high tech 
communication aids to communicate.  We have a  group of SLD learners 
with Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC). Over 50% of our students have 
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties and so are learning to 
communicate at very early developmental levels.  

2.  Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties Some of our pupils with 
pupil premium have difficulty achieving their SEMH targets. This may be 
closely linked with limited opportunities for social interaction at home(this 
links with challenges 6 and 8).  

3.  Difficulty with development of phonics and early reading skills Many 
of our SLD learners are unable to produce spoken language due to their 
physical impairments and so need additional support to develop reading 
skills.  Some of our pupils with pupil premium are in this group. We have 
expanded our cohort of pupils  with ASC this year and we are looking to 
develop the curriculum and resources to support their development. 

4. Physical Impairment. The majority of pupils at Claremont have physical 
impairments which impacts on their learning in many different ways. We 
provide hydro for almost all pupils as a way to encourage relaxation and 
facilitate physiotherapy exercises. Physical impairment also has an effect 
on our pupil’s ability to explore and learn through play and therefore has an 
impact on the development of cognition concepts. We aim to buy 
specialised equipment to support engagement through specialised 
programs to facilitate a more appropriate tone to enable pupils to learn.  

5. Difficulties with Cognition and Learning. All of the pupils at Claremont 
School have severe or profound learning difficulties. Many of the pupils 
have severe physical impairments which is an additional barrier to 
learning.  Engagement is essential in order for learning to take place and it 
can be a barrier for our pupil premium pupils. We complete engagement 
profiles for all our PMLD pupils which look at the 5 areas of engagement. 
In addition, the development of early Maths concepts can need a lot of 
additional support and some of our disadvantaged pupils will need 
additional opportunities to consolidate these skills. 

6. Limited opportunities to engage with activities outside of school is a 
factor for some or our pupil premium pupils due to reduced opportunities at 
home. We have also all had limited opportunities to engage with peers 
both within school and with our partner schools during the covid pandemic 
and as a school we kept additional restrictions in place, restricting 
opportunities for all pupils to mix with the whole school and wider 
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community. Also, some pupils who receive pupil premium had long periods 
where they did not attend school and we are still supporting some students 
to recover from this lack of opportunity. 

7. Frequent medical interventions A number of our pupil premium pupils 
have spent significant periods of their life in hospital and have had frequent 
medical interventions which has meant that they may have difficulties with 
building relationships with adults. Pupils may also have missed 
considerable amounts of school due to frequent hospital appointments and 
/ or admissions.  

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

To provide Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) to refine and 

embed the Early Maths curriculum and 

to improve all teachers’ subject 

knowledge in Maths. To work with other 

schools to further develop our Maths 

curriculum for our expanding ASC 

cohort. 

● The Early Maths curriculum will clearly show 
sequence and progression throughout the 
school, including for our ASC learners 

● Teachers will feel more confident in their 
delivery of Maths, especially where they have 
changed phase. 

● Provide a stimulating and educational outside 
learning environment for our ASC learners. 

● Pupils will show increased attainment within 
the area of early Maths. 

To provide CPD to develop specific 

support staff skills in phonics, early 

reading, writing and intensive interaction 

so that they can support all pupils well 

and further develop the curriculum for 

our expanding cohort of ASC learners. 

● Targeted LSA’s and teachers  to attend 
Hirstwood early reading and phonics training - 
particularly for those teachers that have 
changed strand.  

● Relevant teachers will attend writedance 
training and implement within the ASC classes 
and any other pupils for whom it is appropriate.  

● Pupils will show increased attainment within 
the area of Communication and reading 

● Targeted teachers and LSA’s to attend  
approved SSP phonics training.  

Enhanced opportunities for students to 

work on their communication and 

interaction targets – both in 1:1 and 

small group sessions.  

● Provision is made that is personalised and 
provides enhanced opportunities to work on 
their Communication and Interaction EHCP 
outcomes. Data will show that the gap between 
pupil premium students and their peers in 
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Communication and Interaction EHCP 
outcomes remains negligible. 

● Reports from music therapist will highlight how 
progress has been made 

 

To significantly increase access to 

swimming and rebound for all pupils 

(including pupil premium) at the 

secondary site initially. 

● to provide additional  staff to ensure that 
appropriate staffing ratios as per  operating 
procedures and individual risk assessments can 
be consistently achieved. 
 

To develop staff expertise and 

resources to deliver particular 

interventions aimed at increasing 

engagement.  

● Purchase of further resources to support 
physical interventions throughout the school.  

● Looking at additional supply staff to cover staff 
to run interventions 

 

Responsive environments 

To develop staff expertise and skill in 

recognising ways to maximise the 

responsiveness of the classroom 

environments. 

● Curriculum lead to audit PMLD classrooms and 
work with teams to make positive changes. 

● To purchase resources to support this.  

To encourage increased Arts 

participation for pupil premium pupils to 

enrich their curriculum as they may lack 

access to Arts activities at home. 

 

● The majority of pupil premium pupils will 
access a block of additional arts lessons (e.g. 
music / dance) for at least a term. 

● There will be organised performances from 
Pantomime and Theatre Companies that all 
Pupil Premium pupils will be able to access. 

 

To support parents for whom 

attendance at school is a problem or 

whom have particular barriers that 

make accessing education difficult.  

● FLW to work with families identified by 
Assistant head / curriculum lead where there 
are particular barriers  to attendance / access to 
education and support as appropriate.  

● there will be a positive impact on those pupils 
attendance / stress in the families.  
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addresse
d 

CPD for staff to support 
development of Maths skills 
for those that have changed 
phase and to develop the 
ASC curriculum in particular. 
Looking at development of 
early cognition skills 
including responsive 
environments. 

 CPD from Les Staves for 
pupils that have changed 
phase / joined the school 
since his last visit.  

 

Resources to support these 
developments 

 

There is strong evidence that teachers’ 
pedagogical and content knowledge 
within specific subjects has a significant 
impact on pupil outcomes. 

What-Makes-Great-Teaching-
REPORT.pdf (suttontrust.com) 

 

There is research evidence  (Ware, J, 
(2003) Responsive Environments for 
pupils with PMLD) with both 
mainstream pupils  and pupils with 
special needs that ensuring they are in 
a responsive environment leads to 
positive impacts on progress. A 
responsive environment in this context 
means that they are able to create 
effects on the environment around 
them  and also that adults respond to 
their actions consistently. 

4,5,7 

https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/What-Makes-Great-Teaching-REPORT.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/What-Makes-Great-Teaching-REPORT.pdf
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Increase staff knowledge of 
teaching phonics and early 
reading  to pupils with SLD 
so that they can lead 1:1 
sessions for Pupil Premium 
pupils 

-Hirstwood online training 

-phonics training from 
Twinklphonics 

-resources to support 
developments 

 KS1 and 2 - expand 
number of reading books for 
home within key stage 1 and 
review and increase 
parental engagement with 
these books 

 

 

 

 

 

EEF found that additional teaching on 
phonics has a positive impact overall 
with very extensive evidence and is an 
important component in the 
development of early reading skills, 
particularly for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.
org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-
learning-toolkit/phonics  

 

EEF states that for young children  
shared reading should be a central 
component of any parental engagement 
approach and that this improves 
outcomes.  

3, 5,6,7 

 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support structured 

interventions)  

 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Music Therapy - 
1:1 session 
focused on 
developing 
interaction skills 
through music. 

1:1 Interventions have been found to be very 
effective in promoting improved outcomes (EEF 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ed
ucation-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-
to-one-tuition ) 

The evidence has found that this is particularly 
effective when linked with work going on in the 
classroom; we have asked that the  therapists 
consider Communication and SEMH ILP’s where 
this is possible to ensure a joined-up approach 
with work in the classroom. The therapist will 
write a report annually reflecting progress 
towards EHCP outcomes. 

1,2,4,6,7 

Music sessions run 
by soundabout – 

Arts Participation has been found by EEF to be 
an effective intervention with moderate gains in 

1, 2,4 ,5,7 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
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group sessions 
working on 
communication 
skills through 
music with 
assessment on 
sounds of intent 
framework. 

English, Maths and Science observed for 
mainstream pupils. They also report evidence of 
consistent increases in wellbeing and positive 
attitude. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ed
ucation-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-
participation  

Soundabout Practitioners will be assessing 
pupils against the sounds of intent framework. 
Research has shown that musical development 
can promote wider learning and development. 
https://soundsofintent.org/about-soi There will be 
a report 3 times a year.  

Dance sessions 
run by Flamingo 
chicks that will 
provide 
opportunities for 
pupils to develop 
their physical skills 
but also to work 
together with pupils 
from outside their 
immediate class 
group   

As above, arts Participation has been found by 
EEF to be an effective intervention for 
mainstream pupils with benefits in many areas 
including communication and SEMH. 

In addition, the dance sessions will be in small 
groups with pupil premium pupils working with 
pupils from their class and other classes so it will 
provide an opportunity for them to work together 
with different pupils and adults. We will work to 
involve pupils from the co-located mainstream 
schools to provide opportunities for our pupils to 
work on a joint project with their peers. 
Additionally, some activities will involve working 
together with peers on a shared task which has 
an element of collaborative learning. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ed
ucation-evidence/teaching-learning-
toolkit/collaborative-learning-approaches  

1,2,4,6,7 

1:1 phonics / 
reading 
interventions for 
pupils for whom 
that is appropriate 
to supplement 
work going on in 
the classroom or 
time to make 
differentiated 
resources for 
pupils.  

Phonics interventions have been shown to have 
a positive impact by EEF where pupils are 
having decoding difficulties.  
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ed
ucation-evidence/teaching-learning-
toolkit/phonics  

We will provide 1:1 support (see above) to 
develop phonics where appropriate or as 
recommended by the EEF target more general 
reading support if that is needed.  

1,3,6, 7 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://soundsofintent.org/about-soi
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/collaborative-learning-approaches
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/collaborative-learning-approaches
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/collaborative-learning-approaches
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
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Structured 1:1 
interventions to 
promote 
engagement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structured 1:1 interventions targeted for 
individuals to increase the pupil readiness for 
learning to promote engagement in lessons -  
e.g. physical programs  to increase / reduce tone 
as appropriate , 1:1 intensive interaction to 
promote alertness / engagement etc.  

1:1 Interventions have been found to be very 
effective in promoting improved outcomes (EEF 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ed
ucation-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-
to-one-tuition ) 

 

1,4,5,7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff to enable 
increased access 
to hydrotherapy / 
rebound for  pupils 

Targeted interventions and resources to meet 
the specific needs of pupils with SEND  - 
rebound and hydrotherapy  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6
425a1002fa848000cec105f/Using_pupil_premiu
m_guidance_for_school_leaders.pdf (p8) 

 

1,4,5,6,7 

 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 

 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Purchase of 
resources to support 
hydrotherapy 
(including 
incontinence aids) 

Hydrotherapy is recommended for 
pupils with physical impairments and 
complex needs. Parents of pupils 
with pupil premium often struggle 
financially to provide costumes with 
incontinence pads. Hydrotherapy 
provides a great context for working 
on communication skills as well as 
physiotherapy stretches.  

4 

Provision of additional 
Outside Play 
resources for pupils 
with ASC. 

Resources to promote maths and 
literacy skills for ASC pupils to make 
the outside learning space more 
engaging and supporting a range of 
educational activities.( see above) 

 

1,2,3,5,6 

Theatre groups Provision of theatre experiences for 
pupil premium pupils (pantomime / 
specialist PMLD theatre group) 

6 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6425a1002fa848000cec105f/Using_pupil_premium_guidance_for_school_leaders.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6425a1002fa848000cec105f/Using_pupil_premium_guidance_for_school_leaders.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6425a1002fa848000cec105f/Using_pupil_premium_guidance_for_school_leaders.pdf
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Support from Family 
Liaison Worker to 
improve parental 
support at home and 
promote good 
attendance.  

The government publication 
“Working together to improve school 
attendance “ says that for pupils with 
SEND and / or complex medical 
needs schools should put additional 
support in place where necessary to 
help them access their full-time 
education. Our Family Liaison 
worker (FLW) works to build 
relationships with parents and 
understand their particular barriers 
to attending and develop strategies 
to support these families to 
maximise attendance and hence 
educational progress. 

6,7 

 

 

Total budgeted cost:  £50,000 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

1) Promoting High Quality Teaching for All  (£1,609)  

 

a.) most staff had online interactive training on stage 1 and / or stage 2 twinkl 

phonics  in an inset day in April 2023. Pupil premium funding supported staff with 

time to make phonics resources following on from this training. I met with teachers 

in all phases to support planning of sensory stories and to  purchase particular 

resources that can be kept to go with that story. 

b.) SLD teaching staff attended Number Sense training and accessed the 

resources to develop subject knowledge in Maths Mastery approaches. TLR team 

met and discussed SLD  Maths curriculum and developed functional vocabulary 

Pupil Premium pupils achieved well this year. We have small cohorts so data 

needs to be considered in context, however we were pleased to report that the  

achievement of our pupil premium pupils was broadly in line / above the whole 

school data in all 4 areas in the last data drop. Our whole school data showed that 

pupils progress in Communication and Cognition remained consistent with the 

previous years data.  

 

2) Targeted Academic Support  (July 2022  £16,425) 

 

The following targeted Interventions were provided to individual pupils in a 

combination of 1:1 / small group sessions: 

 

Soundabout - small group face to face sessions provided weekly for 5 terms to 16 pupil 

premium pupils (and 4 CIC).  Sessions focused on communication through music and 

linked with ILP targets. Written report sent to teachers 2 times a year with comments 

relating to sounds of intent assessment framework.  All 7 teachers rated impact as 

positive and six out of seven teachers rated impact on pupils  as very good / excellent. 

 

Music Therapy - 4 pupil premium pupils (+3 CIC pupils) accessed weekly music therapy 

sessions. Sessions focused on communication and self expression and the music 

therapist is aware of ILP targets. Report written once a year for teachers. Teachers all 

said they wanted the pupils to continue to access the sessions and the impact of the 

sessions was rated good / excellent by all the teaching staff of those pupils. 

 

Flamingo Chicks - 17 pupil premium pupils accessed a block of 6 dance sessions 

working on  communication and interaction skills and building relationships with another 

class. At the Primary site this included a 6 week inclusive dance project block  with 

Henleaze Junior School that was very successful. 
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Phonics -  time to make resources provided to support provision of additional 1:1 

phonics sessions for 5 SLD  pupil premium pupils (+1 CIC)  after the online interactive 

twinkl phonics sessions in terms 5 and 6. Some of these sessions were unable to happen 

due to staff absence.  

 

 

3) Wider Strategies   (£2,709)  

Resources have been bought to support pupil premium pupils to access some specialist 

resources to support teaching of Maths and English as outlined in the strategy. There 

have also been resources purchased to support swimming.  There has also been a 

number of resources bought to support the physical engagement of pupils. These 

resources (e.g. Swings and massage mats) support pupils to reduce their tone and 

enable them to access learning more easily. The impact of all  these resources has been 

to support the improvement of  subject teaching across the school and also to support 

individuals that have particular barriers to learning. The data report at the end of term 5 

showed that pupil premium achievement was slightly above the whole school average in 

all areas, although small cohort sizes mean that these differences may well not be 

statistically significant.  

 

Externally provided programmes 

2022 - 2023 

Programme Provider 

Small group Music Sessions led by music 
practitioner 

Soundabout 

Music Therapy Musicspace 

Inclusive Dance Sessions Flamingo Chicks 

Online CPD Bundle Hirstwood 

Bamboozle Immersive Sensory performance 
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